Lockdown 3: students’ successes in Drama.

During lockdown 3 the Drama Department at HCC have had the pleasure of
receiving beautiful work by our students. Thank you to all students and parents who
made this possible and who worked so very hard.

In Mrs McNamara’s classes, the Yr7 ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ scheme gave
students the opportunity to explore Shakespeare. Exploring the play through set
design, a director’s perspective and creating short monologues.

Below is a small selection of the outstanding work handed in:
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In Mrs Spink’s classes, Year 7 were doing a Greek Theatre scheme where they
learnt about the origins of modern theatre and Greek myths along with theatrical
skills like choral speech and physical theatre.

Below is a small selection of the outstanding work handed in:

The scene starts with two figures (Prometheus and Epimetheus) standing in the genter, of the
stage, you see Epimetheus moulding animals with special protection (hardensd clay) and
Prometheus moulding man {normal clay).

Prometheus: | will travel to Lemnos to retrieve the fire | seek.

Prometheus then keaves the scene to travel to Lemnes to retrieve the fire that Zeus had
forbidden.

Anather scene starts with Prometheus centre staps and a man sat at an anvil towards the
back right hand side. Prometheus steals fire from this man whilst he's occupisd. This scene
ends.

Another scene begins with a powsrful leoking man centre stage (Feus) and other people
who are sitling down arcund him.

Zeus: They have disobeyed me. All mere mortals must pay the price for this
disrespect.

Zeus” disciples: All mere mortals must pay.

The crowd including Zeus gather in a circle.

Zeus: They will pay for what they've done. | will create a woman so beautiful that he
will not be able to resist her.

Hephaestus: | will build her with clay_

Athena: | will breathe life into her.

Aphrodita: | will make her beautiful.

Hermes: | can teach her how to be charming yet deceitful.

Zeus: | name her Pandora. She will be a gift for Epimetheus.

Scene end,

Anather scene begins back with the two brothers, Prometheus and Epimetheus. Pandora
3l50 stands near them.

Prometheus: Don't be a fool. You cannot accept this gift from the Gods.
Epimetheus: Brother look at her beauty, she could not be anything other than pure.
Pandora, will you marry me?

Prometheus puts his hesd in his hands.

This scane ends.

Zeus and Pandora stand adjacent to each other with Zeus handing Pandora a boc
Pandora: But what's insida?

Zeus: You will never know because you must never open it.

Pandora neds her head in agreement. Zeus leaves the stage.

Pandora: This box consumes my thoughts, why mustn't | open it?

Chorus repeats: why mustn't | open it?

The scene now ends.

A new scene starts with Pandora and Epimetheus on stage, Epimetheus is busy and not
paying much mind to Pandora.

Pandora: | cannot stand this any longer, | must know what's inside!

Chorus: You mustn't open the box!

Pandora: | cannot stand this any longer!

Chorus: you must not!

Pandora: the temptation is too much!

Between each piece of speech Pandera unlocks and unlocks the box again. Undil the final
pizce of speech when she opens the box and falls back in surprise which quickly tums o
homar.

Epimetheus runs onto the stape.

Epimetheus: Pandora my love, ¥What's wrong?

Pandora: The box calls for me.

Chorus: Release me from this box Pandora.

Epimetheus: nothing can be worse than the pain you've just endured Pandora.
Topether they open the box and a bright, shining gimmer of hope escapes.

Chorus: Pandora, We will heal your wounds and spread hope to extinguish the pain
and suffering.



In Mrs McNamara’s classes, the Year 8 Puppetry scheme saw students make a
variety of different puppets from shadow to sock puppets. These glorious puppets
were then given a space to be seen in the students own scripted stories.

Below is a small selection of the outstanding work handed in:




In Mrs Spink’s classes, Year 8 were doing a Radio play scheme where they learnt
about The War of the Worlds, experimented with creating their own sound effects
and wrote scripts for radio drama.

Below is a small selection of the outstanding work handed in:

The day the world changed!
Betting: A family sitting around the TV watching the broadcasts about lockdown over the LKL

TV news presenter: Tonight's news brings you details of Britain's first national lockdown.
“ou MUST follow these rubes: 1) You MUST wark from home 2) OMLY go out for 1 hour
exercize per day 3) ALL non-essential shops to cloze and finslly 3) ALL schools will be
clozed from this Friday.

{Read by the broadeaster in 3 serious woice. Each announcement was greeted by & gasp by
different members of the family, especially the last announcament which received a cheer
from the eidest child.)

{A click indicates the TV has been turned off and there is 3 moments silence)

DadiClesr voice) That's 3 shock to the system!

Mum: Right, well my first job is to make sure the cupbaards are full becauss there will soon
be panik buyers.

“foungest Child: Mum! When can | see my friends?

Mum: Oh haney! I'm afraid that will be 2 whils but you can play with your older brother.
{The Mum say= ghesry and tries to brighten up the situstion)

Qidest Child: WOODO02! NO SCHOOL! FINALLY! YES!

{The oldest child chants and celebrates staying st home.)

{¥'ou hear the rustiing of shopping bags being showed through the front door)

Mum: Bye kids!

{The Mum rushes gutside slamming the deor behind her.)

RING! RING!

{Dad rings his best mate, Steve)

Steve: Halla?

Dad: Have you seen the |latest news? Ifs 3 dizaster!

Steve: | just finished watching it What are we gonna do about our weekly beer downtown?
Dad: | gusss it's going to have to wait

{Thers was a moment of silence until the Dad sprung to his feet)

Diad: Get your shoes and coat on! I'll mest you at the pub in 30 minutes. It csn be an eady
E=er this waek.

Steve: Sounds like 3 plan. See ya there, bye!

Dad: Bye!

{Dad hangs up on the call and rushes to the coat hanger)

Diad: Kids!

Kids: Yeah!

Diad: I'm just popping out to the.dba. . the dentist!

Kids! Okay. Have fun.

Dad: Danny [oldest child) you'rs in charge. Don't answer the door if anyone comes here we
aren't expecting anyone.

Cldest child: Okay. Bys!

{A quist ‘Bye’ leaves the house with the deor shutting behind the dad.)

{1 hour later)

Mum: Kids, I'm home. Can you come and help me put the shopping away?!

{The kids trampled down the stairs fo go and help their Mum)

THURKP! THUMP! THUMP!

{20 minutes later}

Mum: ¥ihere's your father?

“Youngest child: He said that he was going to the dentist but he left pretty excited just to go to
the: dentist.

Mum: He doesn't have 3 dentist sppain;

{The Mum pauses realising where he had gone)

Mum: He had to get his final beer in. didn’t he?!

{1 manth later)

THUMPE THUMP! THUMP!

Oldest child: MUM! My t=achers are setfing way too much work and | don't want to do it
Mum: That's probably because you are playing games all day! Go and finish your homewark:.
{Dad grunts louder and loudsr until)

Mum: ¥hat are you grunting about?

Dad: If's been over 3 whole month since | went downtawn for my weskly besr with Steve! If's
50 unfair.

Mum: Stop complaining and maybe go fox the garage door instead of watching TV and eating
crisps all day?

“Youngest child: Mum, can you plesse help me with my maths hamework? I'm practising my
times tables and I'm stuck on my 3's.

Mum: Okay...

Dad: THATS.IT! I'm going for 3 walk!

Mum: Okay, have a nice time b,

{#s the Dad is on his walk, every time he comas up to someone, they always cross the road.
So one time he decided to ask someone.)

Dad: Hello. | wanted to sk why you are avoiding me. Do | smell?

Stranger: Mo, We are all trying to social distance.

Dad: Sorry. | didn't mean to sound rude but | haven't been out since the day we wers told
about lockdown. Have a nice day!

Siranger: [t5,okay. You too!

(At hame...)

Mum: Son?

Ddest child: Yes?

Mum: Did you know that all schools are going back after surmer holidays?

Oidest child: Mo! No! Mo! NO! | want to stay home! NOT GO BACK TO THAT TRASH
SCHOOL!

“Youngest child: Does that mean | get to s my friends again?

Mum: Of course! And your Diad and | are going back to work as normal but don't gt too
excited as this might happen again.

‘Youngest child: | hape not! | want to z22 my friznds and ry best friend, Fraddy is waiting for

me.

Didest child: Mo he isn't. He probably doesn't ven want to see your ugly facs. Haha!

“Youngest child: WAAAASAAAAAAAI

Mum: Apologize o your right now young man then you can go up to your room!

Oldest child: I'm somy! {33ig sarcastically) And | don't care because my phone and laptop is
irs.

{The Mum sighs in relief that the kids would go back to school in September!)



In Mrs McNamara’s classes, the Year 9 Trestle Mask scheme gave students the
chance to explore the history of the company and their masks and create characters
stemming from the varying masks available.

Below is a small selection of the outstanding work handed in:

Row 6.
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In Mrs Spink’s classes, Year 9 made the most of all the incredible professional
theatre productions online currently. They watched a production of Peter Pan from
the National Theatre, wrote detailed notes on all aspects of the production from
acting skills to sound effects and then submitted an analytical review.

Below is a small selection of the outstanding work handed in:

Peter Pan

MNotes on the play

Characterisation

The whalz thing i one bip game. So the characters play as if they
are playing a game.

Wendy. Acts like the Lost Boys" mother, while still playing liks a
kid_ A kit boszy. Pronouncad her words clearly and comrectly, like
she likes getting things right.

Pater Pan. Wery energetic. He knows he's the captain. Quite
cocky: goes cock-3-doodle-doo! Swaggers about. Very expressive
facial expressions.

Captain Hoak. MAD. Wery eccentric. Flipping betwesn hyper and
natural delivery. Facial grimace to show madness and brace on
teeth. Flamboyant

Tiger Lily. Acts more grown up. Her accent makes her sound like a
woman but she still plays like 3 kid and pretends to be one of the
wolves. Punky, cool appearance. Animal physicality.

Generslly very open with lots of space to play. Lots of aeris| wark,
with characters flying an wires.

Lost Boys den. Paint spattered an the fisor to zhow carelessness
and playfulness. Ropes hanging down to swing and play on.
Hook's ship. Looked like it was based on a rubbish skip, also
looked like a tank or landing craft. It was revealed as the set
rewohied and the ship came up through the floor. Dark black and
grey made it look sinister.

Bedroom had just ane large old-fashioned bed. Mot trying to lock
realistic, so nio window or furniture.

Costume

Mast cast wore pyjamas, showing that they were kids playing a

game 3t bed time. Different items were added to show different

characters. For example, the twins had bicycle pumps az walkie,
talkies but when of them put a bowler hat on, he was Smes.

- Captain Hook. Black corset, long, wide dark purple skirt, black
sailor coat, long black wig and s black captain’'s hat Her hook was
large and menacing. It got screwed into a hole in her wrist, which
was disturbing.

- Peter Pan looked quirky and unigue in a green suit and green shirt.

Lighting

- During the battle it was dark with flashes of strobe lighting for
effect.

- The Lost Boys den was warm and brightly 5t

- They put bright colour washas behind the musicians (who were an
a raised platform at the back) which made them stand out like
silhouettes.

Sound

- Mast of the sound was fve. There was a live band who played the
songs but they also played music underneath scenes to create the
stmosphers needed.

- Sounds effects were also created live by the cast or musicians.

Well done to everyone whose work is showcased here. There really was a lot

to choose from. Keep up the hard work!



